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You have requested our opinion on the following questions: 


(1) 


(2) 
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may be awarded only 


Legal Counsel 
Charitable Trusts 


For the reasons set 


(603) 271-3658 
(603) 271-3591 
Unemployment Compensation (603) 271-3712 


Does RSA 287-E permit a public drawing to be 


held at a bingo game where the drawing has 


been sanctioned by the local government, and 
where no tickets are sold on the premises of 


the bingo game? 


Does RSA 287-E permit the awarding of door 


prizes at bingo games and if so, is the 
value of the door prize included in the 


$1,500 limitation on prizes imposed by RSA 


287-E:7,X1? 
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Criminal Justice 

Eminent Domain 
Environmental Protection 
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forth below, our response is that public 
drawings may not be held at bingo games and that door prizes 
under certain conditions. 
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RSA 287-E:7,X prohibits the conducting of raffles or any 
other games of chance at the same time and place as licensed 
bingo games. A "raffle" is defined as "a lottery in which each 
participant buys a ticket for an article Or articles put up as 
a prize with the winner being determined by a random drawing." 
RSA 287-A:1. There are thus two elements necessary for a 
raffle: the purchase of a ticket and the random drawing. As 
the public drawing contemplated is in essence the second 
element of a raffle, that is, the tickets have been purchased 
at a time prior to the bingo game, it is our Opinion that such 
a drawing is not Permissible under RSA 287-E. 


Your second question addresses the Practice of awarding 
door prizes at bingo games. If door prizes are awarded as the 
result of a raffle: that is, there is both a purchase of 


_ tickets and a random drawing involved, then such a practice is 


te eer 


not permissible under RSA 287-E. If there is no purchase of 
tickets, “however, and eligibility for the drawing is not 
dependent upon the expenditure of any money, then it is our 
Opinion that_RSA 287-E does not prohibit the awarding of such 
door prizes,l If offered, however, door prizes must be 
included in calculating the total value of the "prizes, tokens, 
Or awards used, given, offered or awarded in connection with 
any game or series of games" hela on that day by the licensee, 
RSA 287-E:7,XI1. 


I trust this is responsive to your inquiry. Please let me 
know if you have any additional questions. 


Very truly yours, 


Sut 3, Hat 


Loretta S. Platt 
Assistant Attorney General 
Division of Legal Counsel 
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1 The Sweepstakes Commission may, Of course, determine 
that door prizes should not be offered during bingo games and 
promulgate rules prohibiting such a practice. 





